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Cape Fear
4 2
scrapbook
traces role
of women

oemsen ane a valuable resounce
and a majority. of the pe !-'|J‘~I|i'-'_
tion in New Hanover Countiyc

S0 beging Women's Work: A Century 3
Wirth, and far be it from this henpecked
hushand to .-'||_|::"_'|_l] with eithier assETtion.

Womeen s Work describes itself as "A
Cape Fear scrapbeok” documenting
women's roles during the 20th century. It
was creatied by the New Hanover Com-
mission for Women and 18 online at
wrwr oW omenLorg.

The commission was created m 1978
It grew out of a state organization estab-
lished in 1983 by Gov. Terry Sanfiord that's
now called the M.C. Council for Women,

The local commission is supposed to
have scven represcntatives from New
Hamover County, seven from Wilmington
and one each from Wnghtsville Beach,
Carcling Beach and Kure Beach. It's short
a few members.

Mayhe it's time for some boards o gel
busy making appointments because this
commission does gpood work. In 2008, 3
Women's Apends Propect used input from
more than 245 locals to Wentify impor-
fant issues

The commissson worked through uni
versity classes and Wilmington Housing
Authority mectings, polled pobheewamen
and found other ways of contaching peo-

le.

: [i came up with five prime issues: ac-
¢65s to health care, economic self-suffi-
ciency and living wages, child care, ag-
ing amnd pay oquity. P

E.f.C.En:_ujt!.r, which lobbies on women's
msues, culls such sarveys 51a'l|:'-'l'I31‘aE
every two years and makes a presentation
o the General Assemblv. Christy Dhe-

eviery bwo wears and makes 3

to the General Assembly. Christy De-
ey, president of the commission and a
staff sttormey with U.S. hetract Court
here, hopes to get much maore mput this
YEiL

The Women s Work pamphlet uses pho-
tographs and quotes (o llustrate the hve
themes, The pictures are marvelous.
MNurscs in funny caps graduate at jn.mr_':l
Walker Memonral Hospital in 1900, Black
women wearing long skirts and bonrets
plant rice from goards around that tme.
A mother with two small children deliv-
ers laandry in 2 baby carmiage during the
Depression. Women are shown rl.r.n'im.;
ir 5 cafeteria bne at MC. ahpbulding Ca.
in 1944, The Gregory School fculty most
of them women, poses on the steps in
1960, Frances Weller brings sharp pro-
fessionalism to her job a8 WECT news
anchor in 2001

The factosds are reveahing: In 1940, 15
perceat of the state's fermale workers had
clerical, retail or semvice professional jobs.
By 1995, the figure was 55.3 percent in
New Harower County, Sixty-seven percent
of our state’s mothers wosked outside
the homee in 1995, the highest rate in any
state. In 1965, 30 percent of MNew Harowvier
County"s laundening and dry cleanng
workers were black women.

Leslie Hossield, who teaches sociolo-
g at UNMCW and is co-charwoman of the
Women's History Project, said the com-
misssen wanted to bring the mnformation

b0 mse peopbe

“There is not a wriiten documentation
of women's history in thas repon,™ Ms, De-
mary s, }n i'r.'l!hm-d}' of the local kig-
tory room in the Mew Hanover County
Libarary agreed. _

Commission member Armase Enmes of
4 Geekq and a Laptop desymaed the Web
gite and incorporated the history propect
miba it She also put the parmphlet on CD.

The commiszon decaded it wanied 0o
reach chibdren, Ms, Hossfeld sawdl. 50 a
committes of cighth-grade teachers from
five counbes devised 3 lesson péan arcamd
the panphlet that not only teaches hnstory

| bt alao language aris, computer skills

:||:||,| SO imath.

M5 Hossfeld hopes it will become a
formal part of the eighth-grade history
curmcubem.,

Mz, Demory and Ms, Hossfeld said
commissioners often get calls from
WTHET El.‘l.‘d]l'll.; VArHMLS SErvites ar if-
formation. 5o the commission i% shaping
itself as a place o go to find who offers
what to women m our community

Thie st way to contact the crmmiag
sion is tovisit the Web page or send an e

matl to feedback{mmhwom=n.org.

lt's a valuable resource.

‘Commmion Senae” appears Thesday,
ﬁyﬂ;ﬂu} Fn'du}' crd Serdlay, Confact
5 Comtrpell ot 343-2364 or
sk.oanfwell Eunlminglonstar com
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